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DEQ staff and LSU students to mark storm drains 
 

BATON ROUGE – On Saturday, Feb. 16, LSU students from the Louisiana Chapter of American Society of 
Landscape Architects and staff from the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality will be gluing warning 
medallions to storm drains in downtown Baton Rouge. DEQ is providing the medallions. 
 
Most storm drains are connected directly to local waterways, rivers, bayous and lakes.  When people dump oil, 
chemicals, fertilizers and other pollutants into the drains, it can cause water quality problems.  Labeling storm drains 
reminds the public that improper disposal of pollutants can have harmful effects. 
 
The goal of the project is to heighten public awareness concerning improper disposal and to keep pollution out of 
Louisiana’s bayous, rivers and lakes.  The ASLA members plan to schedule another storm-drain marking session in 
April, which is Landscape Architecture month. 
 
“We want to discourage dumping of waste down storm drains because these outlets drain directly to surface waters, 
creeks and bayous,” said Reggie Coleman, of DEQ Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention Program.  “By marking 
storm drains, we can raise public awareness of urban runoff and help prevent this pollution by alerting citizens to the 
environmental dangers and their impact on water quality.  The markers will help encourage them to properly dispose 
of polluting materials.” 
 
For more information on the Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention Program visit 
http://nonpoint.deq.louisiana.gov/wqa/default.htm. 
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